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/ Sculptures and Insta l la t ions



Currency
A l t e r e d  q u a r t e r

2 0 1 3 



Mano de Obra  (Manual  Labour)
C o n c re t e  s c u l p t u r e

2 0 1 4 



La Si l la del  Pueblo
(The People’s Chair )

I n s t a l l a t i o n
2 0 1 6 



	 I n  J u n e  3 0  2 0 1 6 ,  t h e n  P re s i d e n t  B a r r a c k  O b a m a  s i g n e d  t h e  P u e r t o  R i c o  O v e r s i g h t  	
M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  E c o n o m i c  S t a b i l i t y  A c t  ( P ro m e s a ) .  A  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  s e a t  7  n o n - e l e c t e d  	
o f f i c i a l s  t o  a  f i s c a l  c o n t ro l  b o a rd  t a s k e d  t o  ‘ h e l p ’  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m a n a g e  i t ’s  p u b l i c 		
f i n a n c e s  a n d  r e s o l v e  t h e  d e b t  c r i s i s . 

	 “ L a  s i l l a  d e l  p u e b l o ”  t h e  p e o p l e ’s  c h a i r,  i s  a  m e d i u m  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  e x p re s s  t h e i r  c l a i m s , 
i t  r e p re s e n t s  t h e  r i g h t f u l  p l a c e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  a b o v e  a l l  o t h e r  a g e n d a s .



Kunst  (The art  of  hav ing a cunt )
S to n e  s c u l p t u r e

2 0 1 6 

	 “ C u n t ”  i s  a  v u l g a r  t e r m  f o r  a  	
w o m a n ’s  g e n i t a l s .  I t  i s  a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e 
m o s t  d e ro g a t o r y  a n d  o f f e n s i v e  w o rd s 
u s e d  t o w a rd s  a  w o m a n .  “ K u n s t ”  i s  a 
t e r m  f ro m  t h e   G e r m a n  l a n g u a g e , l i t e r a l l y 
“ a r t , ”  o r i g i n a l l y  “ k n o w l e d g e ,  s k i l l , ”  f r o m 
t h e  ro o t  o f  k e n n e n  “ t o  k n o w, ”  k ö n n e n 
“ k n o w  h o w,  b e  a b l e ” .  

  T h i s  s c u l p t u re  m e r g e s  t w o  e x t r e m e -
l y  d i f f e r e n t  w o rd s  i n t o  a  n e w  m e a n -
i n g ,  a  w o rd p l a y  i n t e n d e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e        
h a rd s h i p s  o f  h a v i n g  a  c u n t  a n d  t h e  a r t  o f 
b e i n g  a  w o m a n .



Kunst  (The art  of  hav ing a cunt )
S to n e  s c u l p t u r e

2 0 1 6 
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“Traba”  (Hal ter )
C e ra m i c  i n s t a l l a t i o n

2 0 1 6 
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“Traba”  (Hal ter )
C e ra m i c  i n s t a l l a t i o n
2 0 1 6 



Two Canons of Beauty
S to n e  s c u l p t u r e s

2 0 1 6 ,  2 0 1 4



Two Canons of Beauty  (Deta i l )
S to n e  s c u l p t u r e

2 0 1 4 

	 “ I n  G re e c e  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y  w a s  u n -
d e r s t o o d  a s  t h e  i d e a l  o f  b e a u t y  i n  w h i c h 
a l l  p a r t s  s h o u l d  k e e p  a  h a r m o n i o u s  p ro -
p o r t i o n  a  t h e m .  A c c o rd i n g  t o  P o l i c l e t o 
( S . V  a . C . ) ,  t h i s  c a n o n  o f  b e a u t y  e s t a b -
l i s h e s  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y  t o  b e  p e r f e c t 
m u s t  m e a s u re  s e v e n  t i m e s  t h e  h e a d  “ . 
I n  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  b e a u t i f u l ,  p e r f e c t  a n d 
h a r m o n i o u s  a re  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c e l e s t i a l 
p l a n e . 

	 N o w a d a y s  t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  c o r p o r a l 
b e a u t y  h a s  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  m a t e r i a l 
o b j e c t s ,  t o  a c q u i r e  o n e  o f  t h e s e  o b j e c t s 
o f  l u x u r y  i s  t o  s h o w - o f f  s o c i a l  s t a t u s . 



Two Canons of Beauty  (Deta i l )
S to n e  s c u l p t u r e

2 0 1 6

	 “ Tw o  o f  S e v e n  C a n o n s  o f  B e a u -
t y ”  c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  l u x u r y  h a n d b a g s , 
t h e  H e r m e s  B i r k i n  B a g  ( 2 0 1 4 )  m a d e  i n 
b l a c k  m a r b l e ,  a n d  G u c c i  B a m b o o  ( 2 0 1 6 ) , 
i n  w h i t e  g r a n i t e .  I t  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f 	
a  s e r i e s  o f  s t o n e  s c u l p t u re s  m o d e l e d 
f r o m 	 l u x u r y  o b j e c t s , t h e  n e w  c a n o n s  o f 
b e a u t y.



Two Canons of Beauty
S to n e  s c u l p t u r e s

2 0 1 6 ,  2 0 1 4



	 “ M o b b i n g :  A  h o s t i l e  o r  v e x a t i o u s  t r e a t -
m e n t  t o  w h i c h  a  p e r s o n  i s  s u b j e c t e d  i n  t h e 
w o r k p l a c e  i n  a  s y s t e m a t i c  w a y,  w h i c h  c a u s -
e s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  p ro f e s s i o n a l  p ro b -
l e m s ” . 

	 T h i s  p i e c e  e x p o s e s  t h e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e -
r i e n c e  o f  h a v i n g  s u f f e re d  a  y e a r  o f  m o b b i n g 
a n d  s e x u a l  h a r a s s m e n t ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  h o w 
f r e q u e n t  a n d  ‘ n o r m a l ’  t h i s  t y p e  o f  b e h a v -
i o r  i s .  T h e  s p e c t a t o r  i s  i n v i t e d  t o  a p p ro a c h 
a n d  t a k e  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  w r i t i n g 
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  c l o c k i n g  i n .

Work Experience
I n t e r a c t i v e  i n s t a l l a t i o n 

2 0 1 7
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Work Experience
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Reading Room ( ‘E l  Lobi ’  Anniversary)
E x h i b i t i o n  D e s i g n 

2 0 1 7



Reading Room ( ‘E l  Lobi ’  Anniversary)
E x h i b i t i o n  D e s i g n 

2 0 1 7



‘ R e a d i n g  R o o m  i s  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p ro j e c t  t h a t  t h ro u g h  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
r e s o u rc e s  e x p l o re s  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  e d u c a t i o n  p h e n o m e n o n . ’  T h i s  p ro j e c t  i s  p a r t  o f 
E l  L o b i ’s  1 s t - a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n .



/Workshops



Tal ler Creando Sin Encargos: 
La Perla

2 0 1 3 
T h e  C o l l e c t i v e ’s  f i r s t  d e s i g n  a n d  b u i l d  p r o j e c t
i n v i t e d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  w o r k  
o n  b u i l d i n g  a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y .



Tal ler Creando Sin Encargos: 
La Perla

2 0 1 3 



Tal ler Creando Sin Encargos: 
La Perla

2 0 1 3 



Tal ler Creando Sin Encargos: 
Puerta de Tierra

2 0 1 7 

T h e  C o l l e c t i v e ’s  s e c o n d  d e s i g n  a n d  b u i l d  p r o j e c t
w a s  i n  c o l l a b o ra t i o n  w i t h  B r i g a d a  P DT.  T h e  p r o j e c t 
f o c u s e d  o n  c r e a t i n g  a  w a i t i n g  a r e a  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e 
t h a t  w o u l d  a l s o  c o n n e c t  o u t s i d e r s  t o  t h e 
c o m u n i t y  n u r s e r y  g a rd e n . 



Tal ler Creando Sin Encargos: 
Puerta de Tierra
2 0 1 7 



Tal ler Creando Sin Encargos: 
Puerta de Tierra
2 0 1 7 



	 M e l a n i e  R i v e r a  F l o re s  (  S a n  J u a n ,  P. R . ,  1 9 9 1 )  r e c i b e  s u  g r a d o  d e  B a c h i l l e r a t o  e n  D i s e ñ o 
I n d u s t r i a l ,  c o n  c o n c e n t r a c i ó n  m e n o r  e n  E s c u l t u r a ,  e n  l a  E s c u e l a  d e  A r t e s  P l á s t i c a s  y  D i s e ñ o 
d e  P u e r t o  R i c o  ( 2 0 1 5 ) .  H a  p a r t i c i p a d o  l a s  e x h i b i c i o n e s  c o l e c t i v a s  “ C o s a s ”  ( 2 0 1 4 ) ,  ” L a 
M u e s t r a  N a c i o n a l ”  ( 2 0 1 5 ) ,  a m b a s  c e l e b r a d a s  e n  e l  A n t i g u o  A r s e n a l  d e  l a  M a r i n a  E s p a ñ o l a 
d e l  I n s t i t u t o  d e  C u l t u r a  P u e r t o r r i q u e ñ a  y  “ Tre s  Ve r t i e n t e s ”  ( 2 0 1 6 )  e n  c o l a b o r a c i ó n  c o n  l a s 
g a l e r í a s  2 0 - 2 0  y  E l  L o b i ,  S a n  J u a n ,  P u e r t o  R i c o . 

Biograf ía



CURRICULUM VITAE 

1 Personal
Name Melanie Rivera Flores
Family Status Single
Age 26
Profession Industrial Designer, Empresas Gallo
Nationality Puerto Rico, American Citizen

2 Education

1996-2009 Colegio Nuestra Señora de Lourdes, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico

2009-2015 BFA in Industrial Design, with a minor degree in 
Sculpture, Magna Cum Laude 

School of Fine Arts and Design of Puerto Rico

Thesis:  The notion of Luxury in Industrial 
Design: Bruno Munari (1907-1998)

3 Working Experiences

2016-2017 Laser and CNC Technician

Empresas Gallo, TecnoMármol Inc.

St. Just, San Juan, Puerto Rico

June 2017 Voluntary design and build workshop for Puerta 
de Tierra community, organized by Taller 
Creando Sin Encargos, San Juan, Puerto Rico.

2016-2017 Studio Instructor: Introduction to Welding 
School of Fine Arts and Design of Puerto Rico

San Juan, Puerto Rico

February 2017 Exhibition Design

“El Lobi Anniversary : The Reading Room”

Ernesto Cerra, San Juan, Puerto Rico

2015-2016 Designer

La Factoría Design Group, Inc.

Santa Agueda Str., San Juan, Puerto Rico

2014-2015 Industrial Design Department Assistant 

School of Fine Arts and Design of Puerto Rico

Old San Juan, Puerto Rico

March 2015 Exhibition Design, “Horizonte”

Lorenzo Homar Gallery

Old San Juan, Puerto Rico
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2014-2015 Assistant Designer

Diana Font Artworks

San Francisco Street #560

Old San Juan, Puerto Rico

July 2014 Studio Instructor

Creating Three-dimensional Objects

Old Spanish Marine Arsenal, Old San Juan, 
Puerto Rico

March 2014 Exhibition Design “Cultivo”

Industrial Design Department Exhibition

Lorenzo Homar Gallery, Old San Juan, Puerto 
Rico

2013 Voluntary design and build workshop for La 
Perla community, organized by Taller Creando 
Sin Encargos, San Juan, Puerto Rico.

4 Collective Exhibitions

2017 Affirmation

Peligro Amarillo, San Juan, Puerto Rico

2016 Tres Vertientes

El Lobi, San Juan, Puerto Rico

2016 La Mano Invisible

Hidrante, San Juan, Puerto Rico

2015 En Tránsito 

Espacio Arana, Old San Juan, Puerto Rico

2015 Muestra Nacional

Old Spanish Marine Arsenal, Old San Juan, 
Puerto Rico 

2015 Horizonte

Lorenzo Homar Gallery, Old San Juan, 
Puerto Rico

2014 Muestra Anual: Escultura

Lorenzo Homar Gallery, Old San Juan, 
Puerto Rico

2014 Pluralidades

Área: Lugar de Proyectos, Caguas, Puerto 
Rico

2014 Art Fest at Doral

Carlos Albizu University, Doral, Florida, 
Estados Unidos

2014 La Jardinera de la Cerra

Recinto Cerra, San Juan, Puerto Rico

3 Working Experiences
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4 Collective Exhibitions
2014 Cosas


Old Spanish Marine Arsenal, Old San Juan, 
Puerto Rico

2014 Cultivo

Lorenzo Homar Gallery, Old San Juan, 
Puerto Rico

5 Articles

2016 “Plico: Un sorbo de creatividad local” 
Puertorrican Design magazine Hábitat, Melizza 
Cruz.12 de marzo, 2016, p. 16-17 San Juan, 
Puerto Rico

2015 “Viva la resistencia: Woman artists in Puerto 
Rico and outside”. Article written by Raquel 
Torres-Arzola, for the digital blog

Arte y Pensamiento Contemporáneo,

San Juan, Puerto Rico

2015 “Talento Emergente”

Article for the local magazine: Ambiente y Color

San Juan, Puerto Rico

2015 “Tendencias"

Article for the local magazine: Área

San Juan, Puerto Rico

2015 “Cultivo de Proyectos” Article written by local 
newspaper El Nuevo Día

San Juan, Puerto Rico

6 Awards

2015 Duncan del Toro Award

Departmental award of academic achievement

School of Fine Arts and Design of Puerto Rico 

San Juan, Puerto Rico

2014 Art Fest at Doral

Certificate in representation of Puerto Rico in 
the annual Art Fest at Doral

The University of Carlos Albizu, Doral, Florida

7 Languages

Spanish Mother tongue 

English Fluent reading and writing

German Working knowledge  
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